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‘Spotlight On’ 
Jessica Batchelor, Executive Director 

Sutherlin Area Chamber of Commerce  
 

Jessica Batchelor’s hometown is Sutherlin. She has now taken on the role 
of Executive Director for the Sutherlin Chamber of Commerce and she 
has a vision to share with the city she calls home. 

1. As someone who has established Sutherlin as their hometown, 
what did you envision as the direction the city should take, that is in 
the best interest of its citizens? 
 I envision a genuine path for our community. We have 
enormous power for movement and opportunity. Letting the 
community lead the way, finding what is real to us and building on 
that as a path to success. 

 

2. You seem to have really ‘hit the ground running’ as the new 
Executive Director. Did you have any priorities in place before 
accepting the position? 

 

 I do have priorities in place for the 
Chamber of Commerce. We are a membership 
body, so my first real priority is to meet            
the mark with our membership. Are we      
giving our members, our business owners, our 
organizations, committees, events and 
community the benefits they need to help them 
thrive? Membership is a starting point for me. 
I really look to the community to help me find 
the need and lead the work. ~ Continued on 
page 6. 

 

 Volunteer Opportunities 
 

Planning Commission:  Three vacancies 
2: 4-year terms ending 12/31/2026  
1: 4-year term ending 12/31/2024 

 

Budget Committee:  Four vacancies 
3-year terms ending 12/31/2025 

 

Library Advisory Board:  Four vacancies 
3: 4-year terms ending 12/31/26 

1: 4-year term ending 12/31/2023 
 

Parks Advisory Board:  One vacancy 
2-year term ending 12/31/2024 

 
 

Mayor’s                                      
Message 

 
January  

2023 
 
 
 
 

Happy New Year! I hope everyone had a 
wonderful holiday season and you are all ready 
for exciting times in Sutherlin this year. With a 
new year, comes new ideas, goals, and 
commitments. What are yours? Have you ever 
wanted to do more for your community? Are 
you looking for ways to help but do not have a 
lot of time? The City has several commission 
and committee openings to consider! We have 
openings on the Planning Commission for those 
of you who are interested in Land Use Planning 
and Community Development. We have 
openings on the Parks Advisory Committee for 
those of you who are interested in community 
recreation. We have openings on the Budget 
Committee for those of you who would like to 
help guide the City’s finances. Last but not 
least, we have openings on the Library 
Advisory Board for those who love books! 
There is something for everyone. If you are 
interested in applying for these positions, please 
contact City Hall @ 541-459-2856. 
 
As we hope you are considering our open 
positions on our commissions or committees, I 
would like to give you a brief overview of what 
is in store for Sutherlin this year. A few of our 
projects that are in the works include Phase II 
improvements at Ford’s Pond including 
restrooms, playground, and paving the final 
portion of the trail anticipating being completed 
in the fall; the Tesla Super Charger Electric 
Vehicle charging complex is planned for 
completion in late spring; Evergreen Family 
Medical Facility construction will be finishing 
and is slated to open this spring; ~ Continued 
on reverse side. 
 



 
 
  
 

 
 
 
                     

   

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

HANGING FLOWER BASKETS 
 
Sutherlin Downtown Development, Inc. (SDDI) has 
again ordered 50 hanging baskets, two for each of our 
downtown light poles! 
 
This project is a great way to help beautify our 
community!  The cost is $125 each for a locally grown 
basket plus your personal business name displayed on 
a colorful banner. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
SDDI is a nonprofit organization (Tax ID 45-
5601714). Your check with your name/business for 
the banner, and a contact phone number should be 
mailed promptly to SDDI, PO Box 461, Sutherlin OR 
97479. 
 
These baskets are on a first come basis and sell fast. 
Your check is due by March 30th! 
 
Questions, call J. Lindeen Brown, Beautification 
Chairperson at 541-459-7730 
 

Thank you for your support! 

SAVE THE DATE! 
 
Sutherlin Throwdown – Bags, BBQ and Brews, July 
15th and 16th in Central Park. 
 
Pacific Northwest BBQ Association sanctioned BBQ 
competition featuring up to 40 teams battling for 
$10,000. 
 
Southern Oregon Cornhole sponsored competition with 
up to 120 teams competing for $5,000 in prize money. 
 
Brew Fest with up to 20 breweries from around the state. 
 
And to top it all off, a concert in the park featuring Jessie 
Leigh. 
 

Plan early and don’t miss this instant classic! 
 
 

Mayor Cont… 
 

Nonpareil Water Treatment Plant upgrades/modernization 
project has been underway and is anticipated to be completed 
this year; and downtown improvements continuing with the 
financial aid of the city’s Urban Renewal District. I am so 
excited to continue to see our city flourish. 
 
Not only do we continue to see Sutherlin improve, grow and 
flourish, we don’t want to forget the numerous events slated for 
our community this year. A partial list includes the weekly 
Farmers Market beginning in April; twice a week bingo at the 
Seniors Center; Arbor Day celebration in April; Woofstock in 
June; Music Off Central in July and August; Sutherlin 
Throwdown in July; Blackberry Festival in August; Halloween 
Trunk or Treat in late October; and to end the fun filled year, the 
holiday tree lighting, decorations, and parade in December. 
 
Looking forward with great anticipation to another outstanding 
year in our delightful City of Sutherlin. 



 
  

Sutherlin City Council 
Welcome Mayor & Councilors 

 
As we welcomed in a new year, the Sutherlin City 
Council began it with the swearing in of its Mayor 
and Council members. On the agenda for the first 
meeting of the year, Monday, January 9, 2023, was 
the swearing in of Mayor Michelle Sumner for her 
second term; returning member and Council 
President Debbie Hamilton; and newly elected 
Councilor Lisa Woods. Councilor Gary Dagel, also a 
returning Councilor, was appointed to fill the vacancy 
left by retiring Councilor Tom Boggs. Councilor 
Boggs was recognized at a Sutherlin Rotary Club 
meeting on January 5, 2023, for his many years of 
service on the Sutherlin City Council. Presenting the 
plaque of honor was City Manager Jerry Gillham. 

 
The full council consists of (pictured left, front row 
left to right) Council President Debbie Hamilton, 
Mayor Michelle Sumner, Councilor Lisa Woods, 
(pictured left, back row left to right) Councilor Joe 
Groussman, Councilor Gary Dagel, Councilor Shawn 
Smalley, and Councilor Larry Whitaker. Officiating 
the Oath of Office for the Mayor and Councilors was 

     
  

City Recorder/Human Resources Manager Diane Harris. 

Meet Lisa Woods – Sutherlin City Council 
 

In an interview conducted in early January, here’s what 
Councilor Woods had to say: 
 
What was the determining factor in your decision to participate 
in the election for City Council? 
 I grew up in Roseburg and moved away a long time ago. 

I returned to the area in 2020. I saw a beautiful town that 
I, when growing up, spent a lot of time in and knew I 
would call Sutherlin my home. I did not want to just live 
day-to-day without impact. I knew I wanted to be 
involved with the community in which I lived.                      
~ Continued on page 5. 



 
 

Sutherlin Lions Club 
  “We Serve” 

 
“We Serve” is the foundation of the Sutherlin Lions Club philosophy. This seemingly 
simple message is belied by the extent of services proved to the community and the 
lasting impact of their selfless commitment to enhance the quality of life for their 
neighbors. “One act of service, one encouraging word, one gift of generosity is often 
all it takes to bring hope where it is needed the most.” 
 
If the longevity of their service to the residents of Sutherlin and Oakland were to be 
measured by years alone, the 

number would exceed seventy-five. The Sutherlin Lions Club was 
chartered in November of 1946 and subsequently in 2008, the Evening 
Branch Club was formed under the charter of the Sutherlin Lions Club. 
Their contributions to the community are immeasurable and the Lions 
Club Legacy will forever define what it means to serve. 
 
The service activities and fundraising provide support for a wide range 
of youth, adult and community needs. The list is extensive, some of 
which includes supporting Oregon Lions Sight and Hearing 
Foundation, which provides vision and hearing screening for the low 
income population. They donate to the Roseburg Youth Camp 
Millennium for children affected by cancer. Also supported by the 
Sutherlin Lions, is the Diabetes Association of America, providing 
health screening and encouraging diabetic awareness. The Lions Club 
organizes food drives for the Sutherlin/Oakland Food Pantry, support 
for St. Francis Kitchen and assistance for seniors. Youth programs 
include ‘Backpack Friday’, which addresses the issue of food insecurity 
for students, they also provide school supplies for Sutherlin/Oakland 
elementary students and scholarships for high school students. They 
create ‘Staycation Boxes’ to ensure that children will have fun activities 
during Spring Break. The Lions Club sponsors the annual Halloween 
Trunk or Treat Carnival and brings the holidays to families in need with 
Christmas trees and gifts. If the flags are flying along Central Avenue, 
you can thank the Sutherlin Lions Club. 
 
The Sutherlin Lions Club is a part of an international service organization, the Lions Club International, which has members 
world-wide. They have united their global service around five areas of need: 

 
“We Serve: 
Diabetes: To reduce the prevalence of diabetes and improve quality of 
life for those diagnosed with this disease. 
Vision: To prevent avoidable blindness and improve quality of life for 
people who are blind or visually impaired. 
Hunger: To ensure all community members have access to nutritious 
foods. 
Environment: To sustainably protect and restore our environment to 
improve the well-being of all communities. 
Childhood Cancer: To help those affected by childhood cancer survive 
and thrive. 
 
The Sutherlin Lions Club invites you to join them in serving your 
community and in achieving these goals. They offer two opportunities 

to attend their meetings. The meetings are held on the 1st and 3rd Wednesday of each month, beginning at noon at Dakota 
Street Pizza and the Evening Branch meets every 1st and 3rd Thursday of each month beginning at 7:00 p.m. at the Calapooia 
Free Methodist Church.                         “Together we can make a difference in our community” 

 



 

  ‘Music Off Central’ 
Summer Concert Series 

 
Music Off Central is off and running, 
gearing up for another summer of 
awesome music and delightful artists to 
help get your groove on! 
 
Music Series kicks off on July 13th. 
Other dates as follows: 
 July 20th  
 July 27th 
 August 3rd  
 August 10th  
 August 17th  

 
A variety of food vendors are lined up to satisfy everyone’s taste buds including Backside Outpost, Wailani Shave Ice, and 
Fairy Floss Cotton Candy to name a few. Check out www.musicoffcentral.org for more information. 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Community Calendar 
 
Feb. 13th – City Council Meeting Civic Auditorium – 7:00 p.m. 
 

Feb. 20th – President’s Day – City Offices Closed 
 

Feb. 21st – Planning Commission – Civic Auditorium – 7:00 p.m. 
 

VISIT US AT 
WWW.CITYOFSUTHERLIN.COM 

 
 
 

Woods Cont… 
 

Taking an active role on the City Council just made sense. 
 

What would be your priorities, as a new member that you feel would be the most important for the City Council agenda? 
 I would love to see a grocery store come into our town. I think that we need an affordable option for our city. We 

have many residents who do not have a choice and are limited to shopping at locations that are just not economical 
for them, a lack of transportation being one of the obstacles. Our business community is of a high priority to me. 
I want to help small businesses grow and develop, which in turn will help the economic development of Sutherlin. 
I would like to see that our Police Department gets the support they need in keeping Sutherlin a safe place to live. 

 
How do you envision growth in the future for Sutherlin, both in the short-term and long-term? 
 I see Sutherlin as a stopping point for many people who are traveling to the coast, for many it is a midway point. I 

would like to see attractions that would create a desire for travelers to visit our city. I would like to see more 
activities for our youth. 

 
As the city progresses, both in financial growth and the ongoing developmental projects, how would you integrate the 
short-term into the long-term goals? 
 As I am new to this role, identifying the short or long term goals is an ongoing process for me. I am sure that over 

time I will have a better idea of how to integrate them. I would like to see a stronger business sector in our 
community and one that meets the needs of our citizens. 

 
How would you define your role as a City Council member? 
 My role as a City Council member is be the voice of the people, by addressing the existing and future needs of 

those who live in our city and surrounding area. My role is to be a part of the solution by helping to establish 
policy, adopting the City’s budget and providing direction to the City Manager. 

Melanie Masterfield 
Deputy City Recorder /  

Community Engagement Manager 
admin@ci.sutherlin.or.us 
(541) 459-2857 ext. 207 

 
Nancy Rodriguez 

Media & Communications Coordinator 
n.rodriguez@ci.sutherlin.or.us 

(541) 643-9745 

http://www.musicoffcentral.org/
http://www.cityofsutherlin.com/
mailto:admin@ci.sutherlin.or.us
mailto:n.rodriguez@ci.sutherlin.or.us


 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 
Spotlight Cont… 
3. In terms of your experience, including education and career building, what do you feel are the most beneficial assets 
that you bring to this job 

 I would say that I have an understanding of resources and building network systems that are designed to assist 
both business owners and the community. I bring a large network of industry connections and an outgoing 
impact driven attitude, along with a commitment to our community. I bring energy for success and 
empowerment to our members. What I bring is only half of it. To be successful, it needs involvement and 
engagement from the community. An excitement for projects and promotion. A fire from within our community 
for development and drive! 

 
4. The enthusiasm that you show for the work is so evident, what is your motivation? 

 At the risk of sounding corny, it is honestly my passion. I absolutely LOVE this work. I love connecting to and 
guiding projects, working closely with business owners and seeing quick, impactful wins. 

 
5. What are the short-term goals you hope to achieve and how will you integrate them into a long-term strategy.  

 My first short term goal is membership. The chamber needs a strong, healthy membership base. This helps 
projects move, creates funding opportunities for members, tourism development, community building, 
workshops, continuing education and resources. It is an information sharing machine and gives members the 
tools they need to thrive. It all works together to help our community. “I love everything about this work, it is 
what I do.”  

 

Have a photo you’ve taken in Sutherlin?           
WE WANT IT! 

Every month, we would like a picture taken from one of our community members included in our monthly bulletin. 
It can be beautiful, fun, interesting, scenic, weird, etc.! (Inappropriate photos will not be used) 

Simply email your photo, location & date taken, and your name (if you’d like it included) to  
Melanie Masterfield, Community Engagement Manager admin@ci.sutherlin.or.us. 

“Be Prepared” 
with Brandan McGarr  

Fire Division Chief & Emergency Manager 
 

You can learn more by visiting FEMA’s www.ready.gov website or 
the 2 Weeks Ready: Hazards and Preparedness webpage at www.oregon.gov 

 

First off, the Sutherlin Fire Department had another record-
breaking year of Incident Responses. We ended 2022 with 
2,328 incidents including: 

 Emergency Medical Aids 
 Lift Assists 
 Motor Vehicle Crashes 
 Wildland Fires 
 Structure Fires, and a whole lot more. 

Your Sutherlin Firefighters also logged over 4,928 hours of 
training throughout 2022. 
 

With winter in full swing, we wanted to remind everyone 
about Winter Fire Safety. It’s important to stay cozy in the 
winter, however we need to stay safe by being fire smart. 
One in every seven home fires and one in every five home 
fire deaths involves heating equipment used in winter. 

 If you have a fireplace or wood stove, have your 
chimneys cleaned and inspected annually. 

 Store cooled ashes in metal containers and keep it 
outside and away from your home, other nearby 
buildings, or flammable objects. 

 
Lastly, winter storms create a higher risk for: 

 Car accidents 
 Hypothermia 
 Frostbite 
 Carbon Monoxide poisoning 
 Heart attacks from overexertion 

 
Make sure you have an emergency kit ready for winter 
storms by having: 

 Spare food and water 
 Emergency lighting 
 Spare blankets 
 A safe heat source 

mailto:admin@ci.sutherlin.or.us
http://www.ready.gov/
http://www.oregon.gov/

